
 

 

Sacriston Parish Council Allotments’ Association. 

 

This document has been created in response to the recent takeover of the management of 

the allotments by Sacriston Parish Council. It is informed by advice from Durham County 

Council, existing tenancy agreements and allotment associations. 

It involves significant changes to existing arrangements and the rationale for change is as 

follows: 

1. Allotments are defined by the law as areas of land that residents can use to grow fruit 

and vegetables to help feed themselves and their families. The best way to achieve 

this is by having a clear, appropriate and consistent policy and tenancy agreement. It 

would be unfair to impose new rules overnight, so Sacriston Parish Council propose 

a set of transition arrangements to provide existing tenants with a reasonable time to 

make the necessary adjustments. 

2. Several issues have created tensions in recent years and these need to be 

addressed.  

 

• Animals. The law states that allotments should mainly to be used for growing 

fruit and vegetables (and not keeping animals). In addition, the size and 

location of some allotments means they may be unsuitable for keeping 

animals in terms of the welfare of the animals, the potential impact on the 

community living nearby and the allotment environment. 

The right to keep hens (not cockerels) and rabbits on an allotment is set out in 

law. Although there is no similar right to keep pigeons on an allotment, the 

Council recognises that there is a long, historic association between pigeon 

racing/fancying and allotments and the it is proposed that pigeons should 

continue to be allowed on our allotments. 

Horses, dogs and other animals will not be allowed to be stabled or kennelled 

on allotment sites The parish will allow one calendar year from 29th May 2019 

for allotment holders to make alternative arrangements for animals to be 

removed from site.  

 

• Vehicles. The presence of vehicles on plots can cause several issues, taking 

up space, damage to the land through spillages, rust and general decay and 

will therefore will not be allowed. 

 

• Aggressive behaviour. It is essential to ensure a safe respectful 

environment within which allotment holders tender their plots. To this end, the 

Council’s policies on bullying, harassment and intimidation will apply to all 

allotment holders. Breaches of policies will be treated very seriously. 

 

• Residence of allotment holders. As waiting lists increase it is important to 

have a fair, transparent and consistent policy by which allotments are 

allocated. The Council boundary for the receipt of future applications will be 



the Sacriston Parish Boundary plus one mile. Anyone living outside of this 

boundary area will have their application refused by the Allotment 

Association.  The Parish will request sight of a household utility bill at the 

application stage to provide evidence of residency.  

 

• Number of Allotments. Only one application for an allotment will be 

accepted from one household.  

 

• Fences and Buildings. Whilst the Council is responsible for maintaining the 

perimeter fencing, it is the responsibility of allotment holders to maintain their 

allotment boundary and to ensure that buildings located within their 

boundaries comply with their tenancy agreement. The fencing and buildings 

must not stop the plot from being used for its primary purpose of growing fruit 

and vegetables, prevent it from being inspected or create an environment the 

puts off future tenants. 

 

 

The Constitution 

The constitution comprises two parts. Firstly, a statement on how the allotments will be 

managed and secondly a new Tenancy Agreement. 

Allotments’ Management Policy 

1. The Panel 

The Council have set up an Allotments’ panel to oversee the management of the allotments. 

This panel will report to Sacriston Parish Council. 

The Panel will comprise of the Chair of the Council, 5 parish councillors, the parish clerk, 1 

representative from Daisy Hill Allotments and 2 from Cross Lanes. The representatives will 

be elected by a ballot and will serve for a period of no more than three years. The panel will 

meet monthly in the short term and then at a frequency agreed by the panel. Agenda items 

will be determined by panel members and the allotment holders and minutes will be taken 

and posted on the website and notice boards. The panel will ensure waiting lists are 

managed fairly and consistently. 

2. Waiting Lists 

It is important that waiting lists are managed in a fair, transparent and consistent way. This 

will be the responsibility of the panel. Eligibility, waiting lists, outcomes of discussions and 

vacant plots will be recorded on the new website and in relevant notice boards. If a plot is 

rejected by the next on the list, the plot will be offered to the next person and so on. The 

person rejecting a plot will go to the bottom of the list. 

3. The Website. 

Sacriston Parish Council will create a portal on their home website: 

www.sacristonparishcouncil.co.uk to ensure full communication on matters relating to the 

allotments. For example, the website will contain information on: allotment plans, waiting 

lists, tenancy agreement, panel composition, meeting frequency and minutes, probationary 

period and inspection and access requirements. 

4. Transitional Arrangements. 

All allotment holders will be expected to comply with these new arrangements including the 

revised Tenancy Agreement. The length of time available to comply with any changes will 

depend on which parts of the Policy/Tenancy Agreement not complied with. 

 

http://www.sacristonparishcouncil.co.uk/


 

 

 

The Tenancy Agreement (April 2019) 

1. All members will have a vested interest in the security and safety of all allotment 

holders. 

2. Rents are due on 1st May each year and must be paid in full by 31st May. 

3. Internal fences are to be no higher than 1.2 metres where appropriate. This may be 

extended to 2.4 metres for the purpose of retaining livestock therein and must be a 

mesh supported by posts. Use of barbed or razor wire will not be allowed. At least 

50% of a garden needs to be cultivated or in preparation for cultivation. 

4. Where an area is made available for parking, only this must be used. It is not 

permissible to park outside of any allotment, except for the purpose of loading or 

unloading. When this is completed the vehicle must be moved to the car park area 

immediately so that roadways are not blocked for other vehicles. 

5. Dogs must be kept on a leash at all times and their mess picked up and removed 

from the site. 

6. Fly tipping is not allowed. Allotment site gates must be kept locked at all times. 

7. Fires can only be lit within the constraints of the local Council byelaws. 

8. Members with livestock must ensure that their livestock causes no nuisance to other 

members. 

9. Members are responsible for the area outside their allotment and are required to 

keep weeds and grass to a minimum. Members are responsible for the upkeep of 

their perimeter fencing. Water collection measures should be put in place on all 

gardens. 

10. Subletting/transfer which is defined as allowing a non-tenant to tend an allotment 

holder’s plot whether they have paid rental or not is strictly forbidden. Some leeway 

could be allowed due to sickness or working away subject to approval of the Panel. 

In the case of 2 gardeners sharing a plot, they can have a joint tenancy and both 

names will be on the tenancy agreement. The first name on the agreement will be the 

main tenant. Should the main tenant no longer require the allotment, the second 

named tenant can apply to the Allotments Panel to take over the tenancy. 

11. All allotments automatically revert to the possession of Association upon the 

departure or demise of an allotment holder notwithstanding an immediate family 

member wishing to take over at the discretion of the Allotments’ Panel. This would 

not apply in the case of shared tenancies described in 10, above, without agreement 

of the remaining tenant and the Allotments’ Panel. 

12. Periodic inspections of the allotments with be carried out in March, May and August 

and at other times if necessary, by members of the Allotments’ Panel. In addition, 

any member of Sacriston Parish Council can enter any allotment at any time to carry 

out an inspection. Written notices to improve will be issued to members who do not 

comply with the requirements of their tenancy agreement. Notices must be acted 

upon before the next inspection. Notices with a tick or a cross against each plot, will 

be posted on the notice board. Two crosses will lead to an eviction under normal 

circumstances. 

13. The erection of any buildings on an allotment site must be approved by the 

Allotments Panel and be within the guidelines of local planning permission and 

Parish Council policy. Sheds and glasshouses etc. are to be erected at the rear of 

the allotment. Applications to erect allotment buildings must be submitted to the 

Allotments Panel for approval. The Panel reserves the right to order the removal or 

re-siting of any building not complying with this policy at the expense of the allotment 

holder. 

14. The Panel will hold a waiting list of those wishing a tenancy of an allotment and 

allotments are issued in according to the waiting list. Waiting lists and conditions are 

located on the Parish Council website, allotments portal. 



15. The only livestock allowed on any allotment are hens (not cockerels), rabbits and 

pigeons. Allotment holders must ensure that enough land is rented to cater for the 

animals’ well being and must ensure that any livestock is well looked after. Failure to 

do so may result in the RSPCA being called to attend and in the event of cruelty 

being evident, associated costs of the visit will be the responsibility of the allotment 

holder. Failure to comply may result in eviction or the removal of any affected 

livestock and future ban. 

16. No allotment can be used for business purposes including but not limited to the 

storage of wood and scrap metal. 

17. An allotment holder must, before the expiration of any tenancy or sooner, take down 

and remove any sheds, greenhouses etc erected or owned by the tenant and make 

good all damage to the allotment. Any structures not removed on expiration of the 

tenancy, shall become the property of the Council and will be disposed of in 

accordance with the waiting list. 

18. The tenancy may be terminated by: 

 

o Either party giving 6 months’ notice in writing. 

o The Council giving one month’s notice in writing if: 

- the rent is in arrears for not less than 30 days 

- there has been a breach by the tenant of any term or condition of 

the tenancy 

 

 

 

 

Signed  


