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SACRISTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Spring 2019 

Email: sacristonparishcouncil@gmail.com · ww.sacristonparishcouncil.co.uk 

From Sacriston Cricket Club 

The clocks have gone forward which must mean the cricket 

season is almost upon us.  Preparations are underway in earnest 

at Sacriston Colliery Cricket Club.  We’re heading into our 2
nd

 

season in the top-flight of the 

North East Premier Division and 

we are looking forward to 

welcoming friends and supporters 

back to the club. 

  

We are once again expanding our 

activities and there will be more 

cricket played by more girls, boys, 

men and women than ever 

before.  We’ll have 5 senior teams and no less than 7 junior 

teams as well as a vibrant ladies’ and girls’ section. 

  

2019 also sees the Cricket World Cup being played in England 

and we’ll have a host of activities throughout the Summer for 

everyone to enjoy. 

  

Whether you are interested in playing the game competitively or 

socially or even if you just want to chill-out and pass the time of 

day enjoying a few drinks, a good book or a chat with friends 

on our sun-kissed (hopefully) patio then call in and see what we 

have to offer. 

  

Membership costs just £5 per year and we are open from 7pm-

11pm Monday to Friday and from 12pm-11pm Saturday and 

Sunday. 

  

We’d love you to become part of our club. 
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Message from the Parish Council 

Dear Reader, 

With the warmer weather arriving and the clocks going forward, 

Sacriston has begun to spring into colour. Flowers are popping up 

around the village, and you should be seeing even more colour as 

the months go on. There has also been a concerted effort to help 

keep Sacriston tidy, with schools, the Youth Club and other 

organisations going out to litter pick.  We can all help to keep up 

this good work.  This will all help our Northumbria in Bloom 2019 

entry, which will be happening later on in the year, in which after 

two years being awarded ‘Silver Gilt’, Sacriston is going for Gold 

The Parish Council has seen two new members join us within the 

last couple of months, and the council has been busy dealing with 

issues that have arisen in the ward. We continue to work towards 

improving Sacriston community and supporting groups working 

within Sacriston.  If you would like to find out how to get involved, 

or what the Parish Council’s responsibilities are, do please get in 

touch, or come along to one of our monthly Parish meetings.  These 

are held at the Fulforth Centre on the first Wednesday of the month 

(no meeting in August) at 6.30pm. 

We have recently funded a defibrillation unit through the British 

Heart Foundation for our village. Once installed outside of Tesco, 

this will be available 24/7, and can help to save a life of someone 

who is in cardiac arrest. We are planning on running training 

sessions, which should take 2-3hours and cover both the use of the 

defibrillation unit and performing CPR, with a certificate of 

attendance awarded.  

If you would like to find out more information on any of the items 

featured above, please do get in touch with us either through the 

website or email us at:  sacristonparishcouncil@gmail.com. 

We wish you all a Happy Easter. 
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Wheels 2 Work County Durham 
 

Wheels 2 Work is a moped-loan scheme which aims to help people access 
employment, training or education that would otherwise be inaccessible due 
to poor public transport connections or out-of-hour work patterns. 
  
The project has been funded by a number of Area Action Partnerships in 
partnership with Durham County Council, in response to a growing need to 
help local people get to work or college.  The idea behind the scheme is to 
provide a loan of a moped for 6 months to help people to establish 
themselves in work and/or training.  
 
Mopeds of either 50cc or 125cc are available to people aged 16+ as long 
as they have a provisional or full driving licence.  The cost is £25 per week 
for a 50cc and £30 per week for a 125cc moped, 
Riders are provided with brand new protective clothing (helmet, armoured 
jacket, gloves, waterproof over-trousers and high visibility vest) and a heavy
-duty lock, and are also covered for bike insurance, road tax, breakdown 
cover, as well as regular servicing of the moped. There may be a chance to 
buy the moped from the scheme at the end of the loan period.  
 
Ace Motorcycles in Pity Me, Durham provides the motorcycle training (also 
included as part of the scheme) which involves a full day’s Compulsory 
Basic Training, followed by a 2 hour CBT plus session on a separate day, 
when clients are provided with additional road time and are issued with their 
clothing and bike. 
 
 
Please get in touch to find out more and to ask for an application pack, or 
pass on our details to anyone who may experience difficulties getting to 
work – this scheme aims to make people more employable by helping them 
to be mobile and independent. 
  
We're waiting for your call! 
 
 
Tel: 0191 303 8442 
Mobile 07460 068668 or 07472 668884. 
Email:  info@w2wcd.org.uk or gina.davies@w2wcd.org.uk  
 
Or message us through Facebook 
 

Please visit our website:  www.wheels2workcountydurham.org.uk 

mailto:gina.davies@w2wcd.org.uk
http://www.wheels2workcountydurham.org.uk/


 

Library News 

Sacriston has a new Librarian. Maria Gkelmpoura is the new assistant 

library duty officer at Sacriston Library.  

  

Library membership is free of charge and benefits include borrowing 

up to: 

 12 Books 

 6 talking books 

 6 eBooks (with the new platform ‘Borrowbox’) 

 

We also provide books on wheels. 

 

Our events and activities are: 

  

  Toddler time: every Thursday 2pm - 2.45pm 

  Reading group: First Monday of the month 1.30pm - 2.30pm 

  Kevan Jones, MP, surgery: every first Saturday of the month           

 12.00 - 12.30pm 

  Get Creative: Crafts for adults and children: every Saturday, 

 drop in 9.30am - 12.30 pm 

 Get Creative craft sessions: Available during school holidays.   

 

Easter Craft session on Thursday 11th April,  2.30pm - 3.30pm. 

  

   

  

Our opening hours are: Monday 9.30am– 7.00pm 

                                         Thursday 9.30am - 5.00pm 

                                         Saturday 9.30am - 12.30 pm 

 

  

 

You can call us on:  03000269504 

Or drop us an email at: sacriston.lib@durham.gov.uk 
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From St Bede's RC Primary  

 

RRSA Award 

 

St Bede's are delighted to have 

been awarded Silver Rights 

Respecting School (RRSA) status. 

The award acknowledges the 

work that the school has done 

promoting and celebrating the 

United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child and is awarded by the UNICEF charity.  The 

Rights Respecting Steering Group have spent the last year promoting 

the rights by ways such as holding RRSA afternoons, having a 'right of 

the month' and ensuring that lessons have taught different articles of 

the convention.  Everyone is delighted to have achieved the award! 

 

 

First 'Plastic-Free' School in the North East 

St Bede's RC Primary were delighted to be the first school in the North 

East to be awarded 'Plastic-Free' status by the Surfers Against 

Sewerage charity and the fourth in the country.  The Eco Warriors have 

worked tirelessly to ensure that the school cuts down on single use 

plastic.  The school now uses milk beakers instead of plastic cartons, 

home made yoghurt rather than plastic 

pots and only biodegradable glitter. 

 

The children have also 

taken part in beach 

cleans and litter picks, 

tweeting companies 

when they find plastic 

packaging to ask them to 

consider alternatives, and also wrote letters to our 

MP, Kevan Jones, who visited school and then wrote 

to the Secretary of State for the Environment. The 

children were delighted to receive a response! Last 

week, St Bede's were the first school to sign the 

'plastic pledge' for Durham County Council.  
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Pupils braving the cold weather to do a beach clean. 



 

FROM SACRISTON ACADEMY  

Check out our makeover!  

Sacriston Academy have had a very exciting makeover during the half 

term with not one, but two brand new colourful wall designs in our 

reception area. The first wall brightens up the entrance with a huge 

Sacriston Academy logo alongside our five Sacriston star values: 

be honest, show respect, never give up, always listen and care for 

others.   

  

The second wall is themed around British 

values and highlights some of the reasons 

why Britain is great. As part of this, there is 

a 'suggestion box' where pupils can post 

their suggestions. Reception couldn't wait to 

be the first class to post in the box!  

This improvement is one of many that have 

been possible due to funding directed to the 

school by the North East Learning Trust. 

  

New adventure playground unveiled at Sacriston  

Children at Sacriston Academy were on cloud nine today as our brand 

new ‘Star Island’ adventure playground was formally opened by local 

MP, Kevan Jones.  Over the past few weeks staff and pupils have been 

eagerly awaiting completion of the £62000, top-of-the-range play 

facility featuring wooden climbing and play equipment and a brand 

new MUGA sports pitch. 

  

The playground is part of ongoing 

improvements being made by our 

sponsors the North East Learning Trust. 

Other visible changes have included a 

new reception area, IT upgrades, a new 

school uniform, redecoration 

throughout the school and a new school 

website.  To make way for the playground, an unused building was 

demolished over the summer opening up the outdoor space and 

bridging the two sides of the school. 

Kevan Jones, MP, who officially opened the playground said:  

“I was delighted to visit Sacriston Academy, and open the new 

playground. It is a fantastic facility, which will be enjoyed by local 

children for many years to come. Being physically active is so 

important for all of us, and it was great to see the children’s 

excitement at using the new equipment.” 
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Contact details for Parish Councillors: 

 

Hughie Dixon (Chair)    h-pd@sky.com 

Emma Waldock   emma2waldock@hotmail.com 

Lauren Burn   lox2k32@hotmail.com 

Lawrence Claughan  lawrenceclaughanuk@btinternet.com 

Ralph Harrison   ralph.harrison@tiscali.co.uk 

Harry Hubber   hubber333@outlook.com 

Peter McLoughlin  petermcloughlin@btinternet.com 

Eric Metcalfe   ericmet1955@btinternet.com 

Frank Morrell   pauline.morrell@talktalk.net 

Graeme Ludlow   graemeludlow@yahoo.co.uk 

Derek Robson   derek.robson459@btinternet.com 

Bernice Smith   bernicesmith3@aol.com 

Keith Wilson   kv.wilson@gmail.com 

Cllr Simon Wilson  swilson@durham.gov.uk 
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From St Bede’s Catholic Church 

 

We welcome all faiths to our parish community 

and would like to invite you to join us at one or 

all of the Easter Services: 

 

Tuesday 16th April:  Ecumenical Stations of the Cross  at 7pm 

Maundy Thursday (18th):  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm 

Good Friday (19th):  Commemoration of the Passion of Our  

       Lord at 3pm 

Easter Sunday (21st):  Mass at 9.00am 

 

If you would like more information about the Church, 

community or weekly Mass Times, head to either our website: 

www.stbedescatholichurch.co.uk   

and we are on Facebook. Just search ‘St Bede’s Sacriston.’ 

Congratulations to Sacriston Working Men’s Club Football 

Team who won the Guard’s Cup. They beat the Spennymoor 

Voltigier’s 4-1 at New Ferens Park. 

WELL DONE!! 

http://www.nelt.co.uk/


 

Come have fun, make new friends, join in the community, 

improve the community you live in, have your say come, 

volunteer today! 

Help with events, upcoming projects from gardening, clearing 

cupboards to general enquires, use your skills and abilities to 

help your community, everyone is welcome. 

Contact the Fulforth Centre on:  

0191 3710601  or  

e-mail: thefulforthcentre@gmail.com 

Or call in and have a friendly chat with other volunteers, find out  

what we are doing to improve Sacriston community. 
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Easter Fair 

 

Plans are in place for another 

Easter Fair to take place on 

Good Friday.  ‘Like’ our 

Fulforth Centre Facebook 

Group, so you will have the 

most up to date information 

about the Easter Fair and 

other events as they are 

announced. 

 

Durham Dance Festival  

Our Reception class 

amazed everyone at the Gala 

Theatre on Wednesday 

(20
th

 March 2019) as they 

performed their amazing dance 

routine to ‘I’m A Believer’ 

from Shrek as part of Durham's 

dance festival. 

  

All the children have worked so hard for this performance, with Nic 

from Happy Feet and the staff in school.  The children received 

tremendous cheers from the audience and won a certificate for having 

the best costumes. 

  

We look forward to taking this dance troupe with us to the Sage in 

Gateshead in July when they will be showcasing their routine for the 

other Trust schools and families as part of the Trust summer 

concert.  A huge thank you to Nic, for ensuring our children love their 

dance lessons and well done Reception! 

 

We are currently working towards our Silver Level 

School Games Mark. Our school is moving towards 

achieving this by creating opportunities to become 

more active in the school week. We are doing this by 

ensuring all children have two hours of Physical 

Education, school sport or physical activity each week.  

“I like being a play leader because we help people play and learn 

different games. I love going down to help with the younger children 

because they are fun to play with and it gives us a chance to see them 

more often.” - Paige  

The extra-curricular sporting and physical activities we provide weekly 

engage over 30% of our pupils now. We are supporting children who 

are less active to take part in physical activities, through support from 

our excellent playground leaders and engaging after school clubs. 

Our school is taking part in more festivals and competitions as we 

move through the academic year.  

 

“I am enjoying my job as Play Leader because the younger children 

listen to my instructions and I have taught them lots of new games 

to enjoy at playtime.” - Caleb 
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We would like to share with you a little of 

what we do in our church. 

We are at present looking forward to 

celebrating the events of Easter – Easter 

Sunday is on 21
st

 April. Easter Morning 

worship will be at 11am and will be followed 

by lunch in church. The evening service will 

include Holy Communion. 

 

Regular Activities 

We continue to hold our regular Tuesday Coffee Mornings: 9.45 – 

12 noon. 

Please do call in and have a cup of coffee or tea with us.  You can 

just call in for a few minutes or stay all morning; there will 

always be a warm welcome.  The coffee mornings continue 

throughout the school holidays. 

 

 Craft & Chat:  This group meets on Wednesday mornings 

(9.15 – 11.45) during school term times.  Recently we have 

been knitting hats for babies in the local hospital (UHND).  

We are now knitting small chicks which the Fulforth Centre 

will use in their Easter display.  There is no obligation to 

join in with making these – everyone is absolutely free to do 

whatever craft pleases them.  We have people who knit, sew, 

crochet, make cards and do scrap-booking – or anything 

else! 

 Exercise & Tai Chi:  This group meets in our church on 

Mondays from 12 noon to 1 pm.  It is for seated exercise and is 

run by a qualified leader and costs £2.50 per session.  We never 

knew exercise could be such fun! 

 Toddlers:  The baby and toddler group for pre-school 

children with their parents, grandparents or carers meets on 

Monday mornings from 9.15 am. Cost is £1 per session. 

 Soup Lunch:  On the first Wednesday of the month we serve 

soup with bread, cheese and fruit at 12 o’clock.  The proceeds 

from this are for charity.  No need to book.    
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Sacriston Methodist Church 

 

 Children’s Group:  We plan to start a new children’s group 

for 8 – 11 year olds on Tuesday evenings – please watch 

out for further details. 

 

Working with schools 

Recently we have been into Sacriston Academy to take an 

assembly and we have welcomed Year 5 children from Sacriston 

Academy, Edmondsley Primary School and St Bede’s School into 

our church to take part in a presentation of “The Easter 

Journey”. 

 

Regular Services 

Our normal Sunday service times are 11 am and 5.30 pm.  

Please be assured of a warm welcome.  We always have 

activities available for children. 

 

If anyone needs to get in touch with our minister, Rev. Colin 

Jackson, his telephone number is 01913845223 and email: 

revcolinjackson@hotmail.co.uk  

 

May Easter be a time of joy and blessing for you 

 

 

Churches Together Activities for Holy Week and Easter 

 

Palm Sunday (14
th

 April) 

5.30 pm Service led by The Witness Choir in Sacriston Methodist 

Church 

Monday 15
th

 April 

Service at 7pm in Witton Gilbert Anglican Church 

Tuesday 16
th

 April 

Stations of the Cross at 7pm in St Bede’s RC Church 

Wednesday 17
th

 April 

Service at 7pm in the Salvation Army 

Good Friday 

Details will be available soon 

 

Everyone is invited to these services.    
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