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SACRISTON PARISH COUNCIL  

ANNUAL ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION MEETING (AGM) 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 28 June, 2019 

Sacriston Workman’s Club 6.30pm  
 
 

Present: Cllrs H. Dixon, E. Waldock, D. Robson, R. Harrison, B. Smith, E. Metcalfe 
Allotment Reps Mr. P. Dawson, Mr. R. Lomax & Ms R. Sharp also Clerk to the Council Mrs J. Evans 
 
Apologies: None  
 

Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion and Decision Lead     
Cllr (s) 

Action/ 
Timescale 

1. Introductions Cllr Dixon, Chair to the Parish opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to 
the 2019 AGM.  
 
Apologies: None received & 47 Allotment Holders Present 

HD  

3 Appointments to 
the Group 

Cllr Dixon informed everyone that the 1st meeting of the Parish  Allotment 
Association had taken place the previous Wednesday and the following 
appointments had been made: 
1. Chair – Cllr Dixon, nominated by EW seconded PD 
2. Treasurer – Cllr Metcalfe, nominated BS seconded RH 
3. Secretary – Mrs J Evans, nominated DR seconded EM   

 
 
 

ALL 

 

3 Independent 
Financial 
Examiners 
Report  

Cllr Metcalfe addressed the meeting and  took everyone through his findings 
having audited the Allotment Accounts. 
Points to note: 
1. No creditable accounting records found but petty cash records and income 

and expenses looked acceptable. 
2. There was no records of rent payments but given the verbal information 

received from Mr. Dawson and by calculating the number of plots anyat 
both sites with the expected rent payments the figures balanced with the 
bank statements. 

EM 
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Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion and Decision Lead     
Cllr (s) 

Action/ 
Timescale 

3. Work undertaken was supported by invoices (of sorts) 
4. Contensious issues included a large payment made for the installation of 

the Gates at Daisy Hill and he questioned if any consultation had taken 
place, were any risk assessments undertaken and were 3 quotes requsted 
given the level of expenditure? Unfortunately he could find no minutes of 
meetings around this issue. 

5. Some cheques were made out to “cash” which should not happen  
6. Going forward until suchtime as the rents are collected there was 

insufficient funds to cover the water rates which were due. 
Questions from the floor 

1. Can Mr. Metcalfe confirm that no money had gone missing? 
2. Who authorised the Gates? 
3. Will the rents be increased? 

RESOLVED  
Heated discussions then took place referencing specific individuals and the 
Chair asked for them to stop. 
 
Cllr Metcalfe confirmed that it was his professional opinion that although the 
record keeping was poor the accounts were accurate and no monies had 
gone missing. 
 
From the floor it was identified that the Gates were approved by the previous 
allotment association to combat security issues. 
Members were concerned no consultation had taken place and indeed that 
there was a need for them. 
 
Cllr Dixon moved the meeting on and advised that the Gates would be given 
full consideration by the Parish Allotment Group and decisions would be made 
as to their suitability going forward. 
 
Rents to be discussed uner the Agenda 

4 Rues & 
Constitution 

Cllr Dixon informed the meeting that the Allotment Association had produced a 
new constitution with rules, regulations and a new tenancy agreement for 
everyone to sign. 
He thanked Mr. P. McLoghlan for his support and assistance with this and 
advised everyone that the document had been designed in accordance with  
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Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion and Decision Lead     
Cllr (s) 

Action/ 
Timescale 

Durham County Council Allotment Regulations and the National Allotment 
Association. 
 
It was decided that he would read through each page for the members to ask 
questions/comment afterwards.   
 
Priority Points (not exhaustive should be read alongside the constitution & 
Rules)  
Note: 

• Allotments are for the cultivation of frut & vegtables and only hens, 
rabbits and pigions would be allowed on site. Members with horses and 
cockrals would be given a suitable time period to relocate them. 

• No vehicles could be stored on site they could only be used for 
dropping off goods and equipment.  

• The Parish would consider boundary fencing as part of their annual 
maintenance programme but Members were responsible for internal 
fencing (heights provided)  

• Barbed wire or razor wire was not allowed on site. 

• Dogs were only allowed on site, if on a leader and any dog mess was 
to be picked up and desposed of appropriately. 

• No tipping allowed 

• Sub letting not allowed – joint tenacy has to be agreed by the Allotment 
Association Group. 

• Changes would be made to application forms in line with GDPR 

• Only applicants living in the boundry of Sacriton + 1mile could apply for 
an allotment. The applicant would be asked for  a household bill as 
evidence of residency. 

• Only one allotment would be allotted per household   
 
The new tenancy agreement with all the information presented  in the meeting 
would have to be signed by each allotment holder. 
Qu from the Floor: 

1. How long would be given to restable horses? 
2. What woud happen to the gardens following the relocation of the 

horses? 
3. Will the Parish look at the fencing problems? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EM, RL, JE 
 
 
PD 
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Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion and Decision Lead     
Cllr (s) 

Action/ 
Timescale 

4. Was the Ballot undertaken appropriately and why did 2 members not 
receive ballot papers? 

5. Did allotment holders have to move existing structres to the rear of their 
gardens? 

RESOLVED  

• Members would be given one callandar year from the date of the AGM 
to remove the horses from site 

• The Gardens would then return back to “garden” holdings and used for 
cultivation. The existing member could retain their plots (if required) and 
time and some assistance would be provided by the Parish for them to 
reinstate them. 

• The Parish Members acknowledged that perimeter fencing was a Parish 
responsibility and advised that it would be discussed further by full 
council. 

• Again heated discussions took place about how the ballot was 
conducted and the outcome. Mrs Evans confirmed that she posted all 
ballot papers out together on the same day using the contact details 
provided by the previous Alotment Association. It was conducted as a 
secret ballot with no one member being able to see who and how other 
members had voted. She opened and counted votes totally 
independently of Parish Members and Allotment Holders.  

• 3 individuals had contacted her to say that they had not received ballot 
papers and she had forwarded appropriate papers back to them by 
return email saying that she would accept an email return. She 
confirmed only one paper copy been returned to the Fulforth Centre, Ms 
Smith & Mr Ward had not returned papers having been given the 
opportunity to do so. 
Further heated discussions took place and requests were made for 
another ballot as not everyone had voted.Mrs Evans reiterated that it 
was a democratic voting process and if some people did not want to vote 
then that was entirely at their own prerogative. 
Cllr Dixon coniormed that the vote stood and all 3 Allotment holders 
securing a place after putting their names forward had been welcomed 
onto the Parish Allotment Association. Cllr Metcalfe confirmed that each 
person on that group only had one vote so the process was all fair and 
above board.   
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Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion and Decision Lead     
Cllr (s) 

Action/ 
Timescale 

• With regards to garden structures the Parish would not expect existing 
members to relocate them this point only refers to new members as we 
go forward. 

5 Garden Rent Members should note given the current finances the rents would have to be 
collected quite quickly and dates and times would be posted on the Allotment 
Notice Boards and outside of the Fulforth Centre. 
Discussions then tiook place regarding the level of payments and a proposal 
from the floor was acknowledged asking for them to be increased to £25 along 
with a concession for over 60yrs. This was seconded and approved. 
Cllr Dixon confirmed that the next AGM would be conducted earlier in the year 
(in March 2020) to give any new allotment holders adequate time toprepare 
their gardens for the growing season and also the collection of rents. 
RESOLVED 
Full agreement    

  

6 AOB 1.Members asked about the steel container on the Cross Lane site and 
whether the Parish had any plans for it as it was previously used by the old 
Allotment Association as a general store area for members to purchase 
compost, seeds etc (non-profit).It is currently only used to store rat poison. 
Cllr Dixon asked for volunteers to help run the stire for the benefit of all 
Allotment Holders. 
Mr R Lomax agreed to undertake this area of responsibility. 
To Note – opening dates & times would have to be provided. 
Mr K Ward confirmed he had the keys and would give them to Mr Lomax 
Discussions would take place at the next Allotment Association meeting as to 
the most appropriate place to purchase stock. 
 
2. One ,member asked if the plots with pigions had to follow the same 
principles for cultivation as he saw this as being difficult to achieve given the 
pigions would constatntly eat seeds for planting. 
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15. Date & Time of 
the next meeting 

Next Meeting Wednesday TBD following AGM Weds 29 May 2019 
 
Chair thanked everyone for their attendance 
 
Meeting closed @ 7.45pm 
 
Signed ………………………………………  Date……/………/……… 
                                             Chairperson 
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